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God had planned that the death of Jesus would take place at
Passover time®!. At some stage in the week Jesus had been
anointed at Bethany®? and Judas had made plans to betray Him®3,

Now Luke tells us that the ‘day of Unleavened Bread’ has
arrived®!. It is the Thursday. The disciples are sent to prepare for
the feast®? Jesus will use an upper room in the city of
Jerusalem™3. Either God had guided both the owners of the house
and Jesus ‘by the Holy Spirit’ to be ready for each other (as | believe
and as in Acts 10:1-23), or Jesus had made an arrangement to use
the house of a friend but kept the arrangements secret so that He
would not be arrested too soon. It was quite possibly the home of
John Mark’s parents in Jerusalem. The disciples get the room ready
as Jesus wishes®*,

So the hour comes for the last meal that Jesus will ever have
during His earthly ministry. His crucifixion is only a few hours away.
He sits at the table®* and tells them how important this last supper
is to Him®?2. ‘I have very much wanted to eat this Passover with you
before | suffer,” He says™?. Why is this ‘last supper’ so important to
Him?

Jesus wants them to understand His death. The Lord’s Supper
helps us to understand the cross. It makes us realise that the death
of Jesus was a sacrifice for sin. It was not some kind of accident. It
was the will of God for His Son Jesus, who was dying as a Passover
lamb. Just as God ‘passed over’ the sins of each family in which the
firstborn took shelter under the blood of the lamb, so God passes
over the sins of all who put their faith in Jesus and His blood.

Jesus wants fellowship with His disciples before He goes to
heaven. Jesus was a man, a real human being. Although He was
the Son of God, He was also a real human being. He liked to spend
time with people. He enjoyed being with His disciples. Now, during
these last hours of His life, He wants to be with His friends and
fellow-workers. He wants to talk to them about the things of God.
Many things were happening all in this short space of time. Jesus
shared His words about love®!, gave a warning to Peter®?, told
them about Scripture being fulfilled®3. The ‘Farewell Discourses’
start during this time®* and then continue as Jesus goes towards
Gethsemane®°. Jesus wants to use this occasion to give last-
minute help and instruction to His disciples. He is thinking of them to
the very end of His life®°. So He says, ‘I have very much wanted to
eat this Passover with you before | suffer.’

Jesus knows about His very imminent death but stays cool in
trouble. He says, ‘I have ... wanted ... this ... before | suffer.” He
knows something of the great suffering ahead of Him, yet He is
leaving Himself in the hands of God.

Jesus knows that the last supper is prophetic. The ‘eating’ will
be “fulfilled’ in the kingdom of God®*. So will the drinking of the cup
of wine. Jesus takes a cup and gives it to them. It is a foretaste of a
banquet they will have in heaven®2.
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This gives us an idea of what heaven is. Heaven is described in
many ways. Among other thing it is like a banquet.
Heaven is a place of ease and comfort. The time for resting is not

This gives us
an idea of

what heaven aven IS _ nfor )
is now in this life. There will be relaxation in heaven. Heaven will be a

party, a banquet. At a banquet you relax in comfort while people
bring food to you as you need it. Jesus brings us to His banqueting
table; His banner over us is love.

* A place of ease
and comfort

e A place of Heaven is a place of fellowship. We will have time to sit and talk

fellowship and share. There is a lot of ‘meal symbolism’ in the Scriptures. When
we open our heart to Jesus He ‘has supper with us (Revelation
3:20). Heaven will be a place where we banquet with Jesus.

* A place of Heaven is a place of provision. Just as at a banquet the servers set

provision good things on the table for us, so heaven will be the place where

God finally and fully meets all our needs and continues to satisfy us
for ever.

There is an aspect of the Lord’s Supper that Luke specially
emphasises. This is the first cup of Luke 22:17 (before the cup of
Luke 22:20 which is different) which draws our attention to the fact
that we are on our way to a heavenly banquet. At the Lord’s Supper

e The first cup
reminds us that
we are on our
way to heavenly

banquet we have a foretaste of this heavenly banquet. We sit down in a
leisurely manner with our Lord Jesus Christ and we have fellowship

e Jesus is with Him. We share the joys of what He is doing for us.

absent, The Lord’s Supper looks forward to the Second Coming of Jesus

physically, from
this world until it
ends

because it reminds us that Jesus is absent, physically, from this
world and that we shall not meet Him in His glorified body until the
end of the world.

Eventually the final stage of the kingdom of God will come. When it
finally comes in power the kingdom will be glorious and Jesus will be
its King in a visible manner. Now the kingdom is working more quietly
and is only slowly gaining victory over sin and darkness. But a day of
final victory is coming. On that day we will enjoy a banquet with our
Lord Jesus Christ.
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